
The supply of ovoiloble condidotes still exceeds the low

demond for iobs. "There ore woy too mony condidotes ond too

few jobs," soys Julie K. lrving, RT{R)(M)(CT), CPC, owner of

XRAYZ 4U LLC in Coloniol Beoch, Vo.

To illustrote her point, lrving offered o recent exomple of o

permonent nucleor medicine technologist position she hod to fill.

Atier sending notice to the opproximotely 2,300 nucleor medicine

clinicions in her dotobose, she received l00 responses in one

doy. She wos osked by the focility in need to submit five condidotes.

"lt's frustroting for the condidotes. After sending in my 5, I wos

still getting oppliconts o week loter," soys lrving. "lt's like o rot

roce on some of these openings."

ln foct, soys lrving, mony nucleor medicine techs ond X+oy techs

who groduoted in 2OOB ond 2009 hove not secured positions, ond

they ore being joined by onother new croP from 20'10.

Although some positions still orise, stoffing ogency experts

concur thoi the morket hos remoined stognont. At lrving's orgon-

izotion, the port{ime shifts she's fllled is on poce to motch the

2009 number of l,7OO. On ihe direct hire side, she's ploced

three clinicions for ultrosound, one for MRl, ond one for o

mommogrophy X+oy supervisor since Jonuory.

And since the economy took o bite out of investment portfolios

over the lost l2 to I B months, nomely 401 k plons, people who moy

hove been eyeing retirement ore eiiher stoying put o few more yeors

or going bock to work to pick up porftime shifts, soys Wolf.

All ollied heolthcore fields oren't struggling os much. Current

demond is solid for physicol theropists, occupotionol theropists, ond

speechJonguoge pothologists, due in port to belter reimbursement
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in those fields ond the millions of

still-octive boby boomers who

ore reocl' ng retirement.
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Supply still exceeds
staffing demands

mogine looking out on oceonfroni window one doy ond

morveling ot the bright, cloudless sky, the brilliont blue

woter, ond the gentle, peoceful rolling woves. Then think

obout returning to thot splendor the nexi doy to find oll the

comforting scenery hos chonged, reploced by dork skies, murky

woters ond thunderous, dongerous woves.

When, you moy wonder, is the picturesque view going to

return? When it comes to the stoffing londscope for rodiology

deportments, such uncertointy clouds the future. The picture hos

chonged, ond it's difficult to predict if things will ever look the

some ogoin.
The foct thot times ore tough ond iobs in oll rodiology-reloted

oreos ond speciolties ore scorce isn't o surprise. However,

stoffing ogencies continue io trock the key trends, monitor the

morkets, ond seorch for signs of recovery. "lt's o very tight

morket right now ond hos been for the lost l2 months," soys

Croig Wolf, vice president ond generol monoger of the Omoho,

Neb.-bosed Aureus Medicol Group, the lorgest ollied

heolth stoffing firm in the United Stotes. "As for os

where the next I 2 months is going,
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I think it's going to continue
to be very difficult." &'
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"There ore more job orders outside rodiology thon inside
rodiology," soys lrving, whose dotobose of opproximotely
32,000 clinicions includes 2,000 rehob medicine proctitioners.
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Amidst the gloom ond doom, there ore some positive signs.

Motthew Broderick, president of DiognosTemps in Addison,
Texos, notes thot positions in interventionol rodiology, echo
cordiogrophy, MRl, ond PEI/J ore more prevolent.

Those needs foll olong the lines of speciolized oreos of
rodiology ond modoliiies, such os coiheter lob procedures ond
vosculor ultrosound, Broderick soys. lrving hos olso seen o smoll

rise in generol vosculor ond echo cordiogrophy, especiolly in

rurol oreos, ond monogeriol positions in cordioc cotheterizotion.
Yet on ihe flip side, the need for less speciolized modolities,

such os routine X-roy ond mommogrophy, hos declined. "When
o person goes to o 2-yeor rodiology progrom, they ore troined
in just routine X-roy. Beyond thot, if you wont to get into MRI or
CT or ony of the other speciolized imoging modolities you've got
to get cross-troined," Broderick soys. "When rodiologists get out

of o 2-yeor progrom, they don't hove oll the educotion or koining,
which puts the speciolists in demond."

ln oddition, more focililies ore requesting condidotes who ore

credeniioled by the Americon Registry of Diognostic Medicol
Sonogrophers or hove Joint Commission certificotion, soys

DiognosTemps notionol occount monoger Stephen Gorzo.
"Hospitols ore often possing on the less quolified condidotes

becouse they need people to come in ond hit the ground run-

ning," soys Wolf.
From o geogrophicol stondpoint, the Midwest ond rurol oreos

oppeor to be hot, or ot leosi lukeworm, for
new jobs. These oreos don'i hove the number
of universities or rodiology populoiion to
drow from, lrving soys. There is less demond
in metropoliton locoles ond mojor ciiies, such

os Philodelphio ond Atlonto. Even troditionol
populor spots, such os Colifornio ond southern

stotes like Florido thot usuolly see o seosonolly
surge, ore down.

With the overobundonce of eoger
condidotes, the iob of stoffing ogencies

becomes more difficult ond chollenging. Although people ore
willing to go where the iobs ore, it mov not olwoys be the best

ideo to tronsplont o highly quollfied notive New Yorker to rurol

Montono to fill o lower-level opening.
"When you hove o condidote who soys he'll go onywhere,

thot's not usuolly the person you wont to bring in," soys lrving.
"lt's better to hire someone if they've reolly got o reoson, other

thon there's o iob, to go to some locotions. lt needs to moke

sense. People need lo know whot they ore wolking inio it." For

instonce, ore they fomilior with the locotion, does fomily live

neorby, or hove they lived ond worked there before?

Still, quolificotions, experience, ond o brood knowledge bose

go o long woy.
"The more you con do, modolity wise, ond the more experience

you hove doing it, the more morketoble you become," Broderick soys.

But, soys Wolf, "you hove io be reolistic. The morket is much

different thon the one 3 yeors ogo, ond thot's pretty much ocross

the boord in oll heolthcore speciolties. Todoy the poy is iust not

os lucrotive os it once wos."
Nevertheless, there ore still outliers who ore brove enough to

woit until they find thot perfect position in o desiroble locotion.
"We're seeing o few people who ore soying, 'l know whot l'm
worth ond l'm sitting on the sidelines until I get thot poy l'm looking

for,' " Wolf soys.

They ore o brove group, indeed.

Scott Huelskantp is editor ofrt image. Dit"ect commatts
a r t cl q ue s t ions t o s I u.rclskamp @v allevfb r"ge p re s s. c o m.

i

f':

*-R AY L A D Y CE" eon lnnncrruc Pnorrssrorunlsja..^. !urnvrEJJrvrYnLJa\Ll

cf 'l

Unique courses to meet speciality needs '. / /

\ll courses are ASRT approved -\ or.\+ nf:V
Over t30 courses to choose l'rom online 

"df'rg15www.x-raylady.com - fF'rsfi'

.f. Ilor-re I)ensitornetrv

.t ('rrrdr,t I)ttllttrlturfv

.f. (l-l-(-cntral

{. Itluoro & Itad \lanagcment

':. IniaSiilg iOrrhopcclics. ('hcst. Spinc.

\hlrrr a )b(\rt\ l)ru-g .\brrsc)

.t Digital \Iammography

.t Image (iuided Stero

'E' \Iammography {t;r"n.r c.urccr. \Iales.
('hrlclrcn .\d()lcsccnts, .\t-Risk, Implants. Qualil) )

O Coulscs br mail or cbook
O Tcst onlinc 2-l 7
O C)rclcr online 2-l 7
() lrrec e-mail cerl.ificate

3-21 -\ -\+ Clrlrs
12-21 .\ .\+ C[itTs

3-21 .\ .\+ CEt.s
t2 _\ CEt:s

3-21 .\ .\+ CEt's

5-12 A CEfis

-5-6 A CELts

3-16 A A+ cElts

X-Ru,- Ladv CI:'
65ll Glcnridga l'urk Placa. Strita 6

Louist,tIla. KY 10222

Plnne: 502-125-0651 I'-o.r: 502 327-7921

e-mail: xraylady@insightbb.com www.x-raylady.com

'.',,,rr rt image com ArrE,st 2.2A1O ltgl


